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Since December, 1991 indignant private practitioner veterinarians have slammed the

hypecrisy of a "healing profession” being in collusion with the multinational pet food

monepolists, [t was alleged that widespread disease of pet animals was accompaniad by

serious national economic and environmental consequences. Parallels were drawn with the

exploitation of third werld communities by baby milk formula companies in league with

local health cars professionals.

Despite the depths of concern the leaders of the profession failed to act until Mareh, 1953
when the first and only public response was to ban member discussions in the Australian
Veterinary Association Newsletter, ‘AVA News belivves that this fsaue has teen sired fuily over
the last year and does wol infend to run further corvespondence. - Ed’ The same issue carried
exlensive coverage of pet food company matters,

Lacking action and denied a voice sume members took the matter to the floor of the
Association AGM. Despite the AVA Execulive and pet food industry ﬁ]ﬂnuﬁlticn the ban
was lifted and a committee established to investigate the links between diet and disease.
MNaw it is official, the committee says: ‘Perindontal disease iz arpuably the most common disesse
condibion seen i small animal practice and 1ts effects on the qums and teeth can significantly affect
the health and well being of affected animals. This is sufficient in ilself to give renzon for concern,
Proof of additional systemic effects is nof necessary to justify further action.”

This begs the question when, and In what form, will action be taken.

Actionmay be slow in coming. The AVA has just signed a three-year sponsorship deal with
three major pet foed companies. The AVA markating manager is an ex-employee of ‘ane of
Australia’s largest pet food manufacturers’. (AVA News, March 1993) “Part of the marketing
manager's salary and project cosis are paid for by the major spansors. Olker contributions to her
salary and gotivitics have been made by the Pet Food Manufacturers Associztion of Australia, Petcare
Information and Advisory Service and the AVA's communication fund. The marketing manager
refains no links, formal or etherwise apart from friendships, with her previous employers.”

Letter from Chief Executive Officer, AVA, 11 May, 19493

Dir Pam Scanlon, Animal Welfare Officer and President Elect of the AVA circulated a letter
to all members on 3 February, 1994, She seems Lo imply no animal welfare or integrity
problems with past and existing sponsership arrangements. ‘To develop stronger links with
other allied organizations, particularly those with which we share a commmon interest. These lhiks
should be of mutwal bengfiE to the participants, directly or fndirectly. The major

spoNsar group is but one example of @ relationship which has allowed the AVA A
to expand ifs nfTuernce into the commercial sphere as we bengfifad from the Sy
exfernal funding of such things as the members’ survey, the clisnt expectation N 'T‘F-.}f’ A=, |
survey, enlarged annual conferences, undgrgraduate courses, marketin q IS %ﬁ:_ﬁ ff-:: M::*
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AVA Executive memper Dr Jill E Maddison combines being president of the Australian
omall Animal Veterinary Association with her responsibilities as consultant to Friskies pet
[ood company. She sees no conflicl of interest. { See letter attached)

The outline report of the Diet and Disease Subcommittee has regained sight of the need to
protect domestic pets and consumers from he unwarranted side effects of feeding
processed food. In anticipation of this fact two motions allowing for beneficial change ars to
be debated at the 11 March, 1994 AGM. It is to be hoped that the AVA Fxecutive will
recognise the national interest and steer away from their commerdial affiliations. The funny
thing is that the outline report contains nothing that cannot be readily gleaned from any
university or pet food company library, It is ironical that thoss with best access to libraries
have, since the debate commenced in December, 1991, either put up great resistance or been
slow bo act.

“1t may only be made of woad bui we are the experts 5o we must loak after s weifure,”
“Wha's missing? Let's all wave together.”

Tt rolls so easily on these cons.”

"I don’t feel ke 'm on a string anymore, 18 just like walking on air”

I ugree.”

“I agree.”

“Counf iz i fg0.”

“Propped an these cans 1 feel 50 comfortuble.”




DIET AND DISEASE LINK—
FINAL REPORT

fter pearly four monts of work

and at.a cost to the AVA of

ST000. the commites <22 up
explore the pogsible link berween diet
and disease has presenisd 2 fingl
repart o Execusve,

The explorztion imvolved in sxren-
sive [1eranire szarch by the committes
which comprised of gaid consulissr,
Associale Professor David Walson, epi-
demminiogist Dr Peter Groves and Doug
Bryden, Direstor of the Sydner
University Post Graduate Commites in
Walermary Sciencs,

in summary the committes found
“thess 15 sufficient evidenes 1o nosimi-
Jale an a3socidtion between diels of pre.
dominanily soft consisiency ind per-
odoptal disense” 1md that velsrinsmars
“rmed b be concerned abour tie reladions
ship bepwesen dist and Dealin”.

However the committes said “further
audies are gesded o elusidse he rela-

Lonshig Derween dizl and periodond)
dizease”,

CoMMISSIONED

The AVA commuissioned the lieeamuze
sairch aller @ motion was posses at the
Anneal Genperal Meeting in May, 1993
wiich czlled for the agsociation "o
20E0InL 20 independent comniiise (o
arepare a report od the connection
selween det ind discase in companion
nimmals,”

The motien was the cumulation of
more than a year af debats through the
Letters to the Editor papes of the A4
MNews.

The terms of refevence decided unan
by i3 commities and agcepled by the
Executive of the AV A was:

“To expiors the relatjonship betwesn
die and oral kealth in dogs and cars and

“Deer™ from page aie

the poesizline. izt poor oral bealih oaw

contrivute (o odher disease concditions io

these specias.

The 72nsons for restrienag the teoms
of referonce as compared i the vapy
broad speciiicazion i the madion wese ag
foilows:

*r The commuites selieved the coneermns
Thged reguirTed UTEEnL AO3nbon and
comment: [t wag considercd that
wilhio fhe time frame sel by ihe
ANMA U w25 nol possitle w explore
wvery aapect of dielary imieraction
#7th diseass.

= [mformadon which could be galhermd
an the sroadsr issues would be
unlikeiv 0 add mese gian is already
wiell ko,

+ Concenmration should be placed on
pericdenial digease and dier because
ttis was the cringipal xrea of cumrent
comcern 1o the Australinn vererinen
prodEssion.

w1t was el thsr i periodontal diseass
2ould e prevenced then any see-
ondary coenplications from this prob-
lerss would Te redaced.

Changes in fecding methods for dogs
and cuts over resent decades have
arguably mmproved many aspects of per
neslin, espectally by reducing or pre-
veniing diseases associated wifh nurr-
rional deficiencies and excesses.

Howsavdr, periedonial dizease
Temiins a common and sericws disg Telat-
v problem io pet dogs and cats. [y not

inown whether penodoniai discase i
SeOming mors comman.

Thers i[5 reasonable =videnoe (hac
30T dretg are assecinted with uicreased
prevalenes and severty of periodomncal
dizeaze. The indicalions zre that solter
foods are inefflelen in abrading plaque
Ireat the leetd, iod thac Barder foods
requiring arekession and masdeavion ans
orzfesable for doss and cais, ail subee
things peing ecusl There (8 0o gusraptes
that ford Joods will prevent pedodonel
disgees i dn mdividunl Ter bur om Zal-
aoee they showld help.

There is grima facte avidence o jus-
Lfy coneern Gy velerinarians. Fer gwnpers
siould consider the aeed o provide
some "chewy™ material 13 well 25 the
basie autrent intake of theis dog or cat

Pertodontat diseass may be assoogat.
2d whth the oocurmencs af oiber dissases
tut the awailable avidence is inconeiu-
gve. Periedoncal diseass = arguably the
st commoaon disezse condidon sesnin
smmall arumal practice and 1 =ffecrz on
the gums and teath ¢an significantly
affect the health and well- being af
wfecied animals. This (5 suffcient in
irsalf 1o give revsen for corcent. Proaf of
ackelitional swstemic effects is nod neces.
20y Lo ety fusther acticn.

Funber research i3 required o bemsy
define the relationsiup berween particulsr
diet sypes and orel besjth in dogs and
cats. Those investigaiing snzl] animeal
brzaith protteme snowld alsoo ke dier and
diel consistency iDlo lecount wien
mesereiing sislenus diseases - possible

corinued page 5ix

eonfounding efec of dier and poor dral
ealth et be comsiderss in much snadies,

RECOMMENDATIONS

wr A suitabbe radon for dogs and carg
should be quimticnally adeguacs ond
dave phyeical cuslides Jexnue, aizas
fvemess, shewhess) ar wil help con-
ool ploges and spamram orl healts

T Digts consising larzeiv of so0T foods,
svery i mutnonaliv complels. may
e piysicadly Dodequzce and favolr
savelopmientof perietonil disense,

% Soft fopds of Rome. prapared or
commessial arigingl may por eicfes
in g regand

-+ When soft foods form te basiz of o
par’s ratior, additjonal methods are
ad¥izabie to remove plagoe.

% Dy focds made by pes fecd compa-
nies are, an'balznca, Likely coobe
more-2I{ective than soft focds in
Temoving plagws. However thew aps
for from idenl in-ihis regard ot pre-
senb and are likely o perforo vars
ably dépending on the size. shape
and consisiency of mdivideal pieces.
Unzl data besomes avagjable oo the
oplimum ciaracierisiics for these
aroduces, wereritarians should rake
thesr owm asssssments Tom the ani-
mals they gea.

% Raw meaty bones have good ohysi-
vzl charactenistics {0 promeis oral
Dt buc ey do god arovide eoame
plete and Zalanged neciton by them-
seivea. Dt [ood ems are nesded
[0 provide sssendal neoients. |

AVA News February 18494
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16th Augu&l‘, 1993

Dr. T. Lonsdale,

Riverstone Veterinary Hospital,
Garfield Road,

Riverstone,

NSW  Z7eh

Dear D, Lonsdale,

Thank you for your letter of August 10th. In answer t0o YOUr query my
affiliation with the pet food industry commenced on July 1st, 1993, when I
became a part time consultant to Friskies Petcare.  Tam also a consultant to
Dtagnostic Veterinary Laboratories, an honorary pharmacelogist for the
Biochemistry Department of the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, am on the
editorial advisory board of The Veterinarian and am 2 member of the
Australian Jockey Club Scientific Review Panel. My affiliation with
Friskies obviously precludes me from participating in the AVA's
independent commitlee, but certainly dees not preclude me from viewing
the issues critically and rationally.

I recommend good quality commereial petfood to my clients and feed my
own animals commercial petfood.  As I care very deeply about my own
pats and their welfare is of the greatest importance o me, [ hope you will
respect that my motives for recommending commercial products do not
have a hidden and scarilous agenda,

The AVA and ASAVA are aware of my affiliation as T have had no reason
to hide it.  If I did not believe that good guality commercial petfood had
advanced the health of companion animals enormously in the past
decades [ would not have accepted this consultancy.

You should also be aware that I voted for the amended motion that the
AVA set up an independent commitlee to look at the relationship
between diet and disease, 2o I can hardly be accused of refusing to
"champion the investigations into the processed pet foods/ disease nexus”.
I also have spent considerable time and effort ensuring that the person
recommended by the ASAVA to conduct a literature review of the subject
(as requested by AVA) is appropriately qualified to conduct an unbiased
study and who is independent of any affiliated interest.  Again, I hardly
think this is the action of sumeone not interested in supporting the
investigation.

[ would be mast happy for you to copy this correspondence to the
appropriate bodies, whoever they may be.

Yours sincerelv,
BN
Il mMaddison,

President, ASAVA
{Dictated by D, Maddison & signed in her absence)
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