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In the Seplember edition of the AVA News, Dir
Honey Pymer MNelson comments on “the veterinagry
profession's apparent willingnesy fo endorye
commercial pet foods,,,..and even hrough individual
practiiioners publicly promoting certain prodicts in
popular media.” She laments the fact that “the
velerinarian 3 extibition s apparently perfectly legal”

In August 1992 T was concemced 1o clarfy the
plsition on these and related issues. My NSW based
solicitor advised: “that the follinving matters may
hecome iniues of relevance in the flinire.

{. Potenrial claims by pet owners under Vorious
pieces of corsumer legislation throuwghout the Srases
and Territories of Austrolia.

2. In the Federal sphere potential Trade Pracuices
Ace claims for false or misleading claims may be made
edther in relation o adverising or promotional
meterial or labels,

I The new Trush in Labelling acrivivies instipeed
v the Federal Government.

4. Porgnsial problems or claims under the recently
introduced Product Liahility provisions in Part V of the
Trade Practices Act,

3, The, ay ver, unknown effect of class actions
which Aave been lawfidd (n Australia since the Sth diry
of March %92 which may rend to overcome the
existing drawbacks o actions brought v individual
DE WHERS, RaImtely the Aigh cost of llzavion ard
claims wiich may amount to only several hundreds of
dedlars in relation to an individuwal per.

The foregoing relates to potential claims @painse
manufacterers, distributors ard possibly even retailers
af processed per food, Query wiat may be the legal
problems of veterinarians who fiall w consider the
isgues in this paper ar fail to cddresy those (Z54£8 0
advising pel owners who frake knawn 1o the
verarinarian thar they rely wholly and 2ofely on
processed pet food o supply their pess’ dier. fs o too
fHuch 0 SUgEert A, 4F pef awWaErs, iR CORFRon Wit
averyone £lie in the community become more [HFous,
veteringrigns mdy some day share rop billing on a
Wru?™"

This staternent was published under the heading
*Legal Position” in the monogriph accompanying my
lecture, “FPandemic of Periodonial Disease - A
Malodorous Condition™ presented 1o the Sydney
Practitioners Branch of the AVA, 20 August, 1952,
Thit addness was made (0 a packed house, including
six members of the Sydney University Velerinary
Faculty. The menograph has since been circulated 1o
cach of the Australian Velerinary Boards.

Warucally it should be bome in mind that the law
and its enforcement 15 in a state af Qux. Corrently, for
instance. the NSW Provention of Cruelly 1o Animals
Act is under review in which it is meommended that
thwe Act should make it an offerce 10, without
reasonable excuse: “rownsel, procure, gid or abet amy
other person o do any act or refrain from doing any
aot ar @ result of which wnredsonalile or dnnecessary
or dnfusilable paln or distress is caused o an
antmal”

We can expect the lawyers 1o explore the
complexites bur the final word will reside with the
COMMON man as juror and consumer.
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Megabacteria

Giant bacteria seen m same “healthy™ and some
wvery s1ck or chronically ill birds, usually budgies,
pedchiace and cananes. Found in proventriculus and
gizzard, Mcgabacteria are passed in faeces, casily seen
in wel smear under coversiip under high drop
magnification once you kearn what to look for, and
how to look for them (see Filipgich et al, Aust Vet
Practitioner 23¢2) (June) and Proc 221, Avian
Diagnostics, PGC in Vel Science].
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Auihers’ vierws are aol aectrsarily those of 1he Comminies

Dacument (identify, weight day O, weeght day 10,
signs, treatment frequency cig) your cases and join the
debate - ane they primary, sccondary ar tomry
pathogens ar can they be??

Experimental ireatment

Fungilin Oral Suspension (Amphotericin B
100mg/ml) 02-0.4ml 2 bidfos or via crap needle for at
least 10 days, (Mimmal sbsorption; in practice higher
doses more often probably maone reliable. Must
thoroughly clean cage daily during treatment)

Learn *all"™ about them - soon!
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“What did they live on?" said Alice, who alwdays
took @ great interest in questions of eating and
drirking.

“They lived an meacte,” said the Darmouse, afier
Hiinking a minute oF .

“They couldn’t have dore thar, vou krow,” Alice
gently remarked, “They'd huve fbeen §17

“So they were, © said the Dormowse; “very tll.”

Alice's Adventores in Wonderland, by Lewis
Carroll

On 28 October, 1993, the ABC Investigators
television program recorded the weeth being pulled
from the upper jaw of an underweight 12 year ald
Mlaliese called Tess, Her pwner had presented her at
the clinic for a slight hock sprain.

Of greater significance we found, in additicn 0
the foul mouth, she had: a severe heart murmur,
cholungicheputopathy, dehydration, severs demaritis,
severe olilis, 8 mammary tumour and her totsl while
tlod cell count was 6.8x10°.

rEollowing the mdical dentistry, i seven-day
course of Clindam yein was commenced. Ears were o
b treated twice daily with Apex ear drops and the diet
changed from processed commercial food to raw
meaty hones and a few table scrups. On 17 December
1592, Tess recorded a WEBC of 14x10° and had
increased in weight from 3.5 to 4.353kg.

Cm 31 March 1993, Tess hearily devoured her
rivw chicken wings on the set ol the Ray Marin
Midday Show.

During question time following & lecture at the
Stephen Foberts Theatre, University of Sydney on 16
Tune 1993, Dr Greg Mahon, Senior Veterinary Adviser
1o Uncle Ben's of Australiz seized an opporunity Lo
present his company's views w myself and the
audience.

“We have received at Uncle Ben's a niwnber of
enguiries from the general pubilic who saw that show
i The Midday Show) and whe switched their dogs orto
the digt that was recommended in that shaw ard
thev' ve raised concerns in thal they' ve experienced
probiems with that récommendaiion. Anipuls have
suffered intestingl ohsrructions and fecome
constipated and they' ve rung Uncle Ben's asking us
whar are we going to do abour Dr Lonsdale. 5o 1d like
fe ke vou aware of thae”

My response 1o Dr Mahon and the audience was
that Tess had previously been fod:

" BuiTet, Pal and Chubl. Those are the three
Foods thar it was on préviously. We have rof in fact
previously spoken about the particular brand rames
but seging as you're from the company that prodiced
twor of thers, [ think then we will mention them, We'll
also mention thuat o pumdber of my clients have wrilten
to you and complained about the state of their animals
on vour diets, "Il also accept that some animals when
switched, and switched abruptly onto raw Dong
hecome constipated. Sure, becanse their bowels are so
faceid because all they' ve been doirgr 15 passing the
freacle wgphh and the foil snf”

In view of the forepomng, [ desmed it prudent 1o
seck legal advics summarised as follows. '

Az @ vererinarian in practice, from dme 1o time
one will be awares that the dier of a particular patient
may well Bave an adverse affect on thal padent. When,
for instapce, that diet has a laxative effect then a
change to an altemative may be associated with
teansient problems, Where problems can be antcipated
reasonable cffort should be made to mitigute and
explain those potental problems.

Mo vetennanan can be expecied to obviawe all
problems given that even under apparently oplamum
condittons unlpresecn consequences may arise. My
lawyer was at pains 1o point cut that a clinician stould
not ignome or endocse any dietary regime i he suspects
adverse long-tenm consoqueness.,

Errata C&T3456: Baycox (Toltrazuril}
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The third line of the third paragraph of C&T 2456

should read:
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AMthary’ wred afe mal mecestarily dhase of the Conumilice

He also had re-depressed coccidiosis on which
the olirgzunl worked spectacularly well, ...
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