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Hello *** 

 

Welcome to the first RMB Newsletter of 2007.  

 

How are you and how have you been?  

 

Most North American and South African readers know about the 

Contaminated Pet-Food Recall. If you live in any other country then you 

may have missed the news about pets dying of acute renal failure and the 

subsequent recall of canned and packaged junk pet food.  

 

If you lost a pet as a result of the contaminated ‘food’, I extend my 

sympathies and wish you solace in your time of grief.   

 

If you are one of the many who are now searching for helpful, healthful 

advice in the wake of the pet-food recall I welcome you to the newsletter. 

 

The Raw Meaty Bones Lobby Group of veterinarians first came into being 

in Sydney, Australia in the early 1990s. Having tumbled to the reality that 

most of our patients were sick and dying as a result of their junk food diet, 

we set about trying to communicate the message. 

 

I say ‘trying to communicate the message’ because on the evidence, few in 

positions of responsibility have heeded the warnings. 

 

Take the New York Times (NYT) for instance – the subject of this edition of 

the newsletter. They publish provocative headlines about Chinese 

adulteration of animal foods whilst steadfastly ignoring the open secret 

concerning the devastating effects of junk pet-food – junk food sold in most 

countries of the world by giant USA based corporations.  

 

Please read on. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Tom Lonsdale 

********************************************************* 



Open Secret: Giant USA corporations poison pets 
 

First some background information: 

 

On March 16, 2007 junk pet-food manufacturer Menu Foods issued a press 

release  

http://www.menufoods.com/recall/Press_Recall_03162007.htm  

<quote>Menu Foods Income Fund Announces Precautionary Dog and 

Cat Food Recall 

 

Attention Business/Financial Editors  

 

Menu Foods Income Fund (the "Fund") (TSX:MEW.UN) today 

announced the precautionary recall of a portion of the dog and cat 

food it manufactured between December 3, 2006 and March 6, 2007. 

The recall is limited to "cuts and gravy" style pet food in cans and 

pouches manufactured at two of the Fund's United States facilities. 

These products are both manufactured and sold under private-label 

and are contract-manufactured for some national brands.<end quote> 

 

As a result of the Recall we gained a peek into the contract-manufacturing 

practices of several junk pet-food companies including Mars, Nestlé, 

Colgate-Palmolive and Procter & Gamble. Far from offering premium 

products it appears they simply affix different (misleading or false) labels to 

substantially the same toxic brew from the same manufacturing vats. By 

March 23 the ABC News reported that aminopterin, a rat poison, may have 

been the toxic agent responsible for the cases of acute kidney disease.  

 

Melamine is now the contaminant suspected of triggering the acute kidney 

disease outbreak as is reported at the Pet Connection website:  

http://www.petconnection.com/recall_basics.php 

<quote> More than 5,500 pet-food products, house brands and name 

brands alike, are now on the FDA's recall list. The first recall was the 

largest, of more than 60 million containers of "cuts and gravy" canned 

or pouched food that turned out to have wheat gluten tainted with 

melamine, which is used in the manufacture of plastic countertops, 

cleaning agents, glue and fertilizer. Those products were all made by 

Menu Foods, under almost 100 different brand names.<end quote> 

 

http://www.menufoods.com/recall/Press_Recall_03162007.htm


The New York Times has been following the story and on April 30, 2007 

carried the banner headline:  

‘FILLER IN ANIMAL FEED IS OPEN SECRET IN CHINA’ 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/30/business/worldbusiness/30food.html?e

x=1178596800&en=bd11a0515fdadadf&ei=5070&emc=eta1 

 

<quote> ZHANGQIU, China, April 28 — As American food safety 

regulators head to China to investigate how a chemical made from 

coal found its way into pet food that killed dogs and cats in the United 

States, workers in this heavily polluted northern city openly admit that 

the substance is routinely added to animal feed as a fake protein. 

 

For years, producers of animal feed all over China have secretly 

supplemented their feed with the substance, called melamine, a cheap 

additive that looks like protein in tests, even though it does not 

provide any nutritional benefits, according to melamine scrap traders 

and agricultural workers here. 

 

"Many companies buy melamine scrap to make animal feed, such as 

fish 

feed," said Ji Denghui, general manager of the Fujian Sanming 

Dinghui 

Chemical Company, which sells melamine. "I don't know if there's a 

regulation on it. Probably not. No law or regulation says `don't do 

it,' so everyone's doing it. The laws in China are like that, aren't 

they? If there's no accident, there won't be any regulation." 

 

Melamine is at the center of a recall of 60 million packages of pet 

food, after the chemical was found in wheat gluten linked this month 

to the deaths of at least 16 pets and the illness of possibly 

thousands of pets in the United States.<end quote> 

 

If we follow the NYT line of reasoning, and alas many people will, then the 

lawless Chinese are the culprits and the American manufacturers are 

innocent victims. But not so fast: For sure adulteration of any foodstuff 

should be condemned and, hopefully, if those responsible can be found they 

will receive appropriate penalties.  

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/30/business/worldbusiness/30food.html?ex=1178596800&en=bd11a0515fdadadf&ei=5070&emc=eta1
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/30/business/worldbusiness/30food.html?ex=1178596800&en=bd11a0515fdadadf&ei=5070&emc=eta1


Of much greater concern is that this current, albeit, significant issue should 

serve as a distraction, as a smoke-screen to the main game; that the junk pet-

food manufacturers should once again turn adversity into advantage; that 

they should continue to cheat the public whilst killing a majority of the 

world’s pets, sometimes quickly but mostly slowly as a result of diet-

induced chronic kidney disease, cancer and a host of other painful diseases.  

 

Mass deception of such magnitude depends on other individuals and 

institutions that are either part of the scam or turning a blind eye. In this 

regard we can identify the organized veterinary profession, so-called animal 

welfare bodies, Food and Drug Administration and numerous commentators 

who, either passively or actively, stay mute. 

 

The NYT remark: ‘But, by using the melamine additive, the feed seller 

makes a heftier profit because melamine scrap is much cheaper than soy, 

wheat or corn protein.’ They don’t, however, mention the open secret that 

soy, wheat, or corn protein has little or no place in a carnivore’s diet. The 

junk pet food companies know that; the vets know that, but they also know 

that vegetable protein is cheaper and returns a bigger profit than protein of 

animal origin. 

As one pet food manufacturer commented about turning cheap waste 

products into pet food: ‘Give me a tyre, an old leather shoe and a quart of oil 

and I can meet the specifications for the NRC diet.’ Vet Bill Miller puts it 

another way:  

<quote> ‘It’s all about Least-Cost Formulation … using some fairly 

sophisticated algorithms (based on a technique called Linear 

programming) which allow a least-cost (actually maximum-profit) 

ration to be formulated from a wide variety of ingredients (some of 

which are pretty unconventional for carnivores).  The ‘constraints’ are 

things that get printed on the label e.g. Crude Protein, Fat and Fibre … 

how you get there and what gets included are ‘open season’ … this is 

how low-quality wheat gluten … which is a by-product of some other 

manufacturing process … gets included.’<end quote> 

Of course the companies are aware that by keeping their costs down they 

impose a massive cost burden on pet owners who first pay for the harmful 

products and then endure the emotional and financial costs of their pets’ 



veterinary treatment. Pets obliged to consume these products slowly, 

sometimes quickly, pay with their lives.  

These days there’s a 389 page peer reviewed book, Raw Meaty Bones: 

Promote Health, which tells the whole sorry story of graft and corruption in 

the junk pet food/veterinary/faux animal welfare alliance. 

http://www.rawmeatybones.com/vetsay.html 

Since 2002, the New York Times along with many other USA media 

institutions have been informed by letter and email about the junk pet-food 

scandal. Editors and journalists have hard copies of Raw Meaty Bones and, 

if not, can read the book for free at www.rawmeatybones.com  

What, I wonder, will it take to get them to take notice and inform their 

vulnerable and dependent readership? 

From 1993 to 1995 I corresponded with the Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA). On February 1, 1995 I wrote: 

<quote> Please advise as to the FDA’s current attitude to the now 

wide-spread confirmed and suspected adverse consequences of 

feeding carnivores on chemically and physically unnatural products. 

It is my impression that manufacturers are generally aware that their 

products are associated with periodontal and a range of degenerative 

diseases in carnivores. They do, nonetheless, advertise their products 

as being ‘complete and balanced’ and generally beneficial for health 

and longevity. This appears to be deliberate deception. 

Does the FDA agree that this conduct represents deliberate deception? 

Does the FDA have a policy towards such conduct in the 

marketplace? 

Please advise the FDA’s attitude to the misappropriation and use of 

the word ‘food’ without qualification in the labelling of artificial 

products designed for consumption by small domestic 

carnivores.’<end quote> 

What, I wonder, will it take to get the FDA to take notice and take action in 

accordance with their responsibilities? Will they perform the function they 

http://www.rawmeatybones.com/vetsay.html
http://www.rawmeatybones.com/


are paid for, or will they continue to ‘run interference’ on behalf of the junk 

pet food industry/veterinary/faux animal welfare alliance? 

******************************* 

BARF (vomit) update 

In the early 1990s Dr Ian Billinghurst joined the Raw Meaty Bones Lobby. 

Subsequently he mixed RMB information with minced meat and vegetable 

ideas gleaned from Juliette de Bairacli Levy and Richard Pitcairn. The 

resultant concoction he labeled BARF (colloquial term for vomit).   

In 1997 he resigned from the Raw Meaty Bones Lobby and these days he 

manufacture’s minced raw products. Dr Billinghurst downplays essential 

Raw Meaty Bones information as can be seen in this junk pet-food 

magazine: 

http://www.petfoodindustry-

digital.com/petfoodindustry/200703/?u1=friend&pg=20   

************************************************** 

Sydney Morning Herald 

 

The Sydney Morning Herald gains attention and commands respect here in 

Australia.  

In January 2007 health writer Paula Goodyer posed the question:  

Dog's breakfast - so what's a dog really meant to eat? 

http://blogs.smh.com.au/lifestyle/chewonthis/archives/2007/01/dogs_breakfa

st_so_whats_a_dog.html  

There were answers from BARF and RMB points of view and definitely 

worth a look. Here’s one piece of Aussie wisdom to raise a smile: 

<quote> I got my first puppy a few months ago, and just about the 

first thing I discovered is that NO SMART PERSON discusses what 

they feed their dog. It's a worse minefield than breastfeeding (at least 

there's broad agreement that breast is best). 

http://www.petfoodindustry-digital.com/petfoodindustry/200703/?u1=friend&pg=20
http://www.petfoodindustry-digital.com/petfoodindustry/200703/?u1=friend&pg=20
http://blogs.smh.com.au/lifestyle/chewonthis/archives/2007/01/dogs_breakfast_so_whats_a_dog.html
http://blogs.smh.com.au/lifestyle/chewonthis/archives/2007/01/dogs_breakfast_so_whats_a_dog.html


So I'm not telling what my dog eats. Can we talk about something 

safer, like abortion, religion, politics, racism...?<end quote> 

************************************************** 

UKRMB 

 

Jackie Marriott is a pillar of strength in the Raw Meaty Bones Campaign 

www.ukrmb.co.uk and http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RawMeatyBones/ 

Recently she found time to write an article for the Dog Friendly Britain 

website: 

http://www.dogfriendlybritain.co.uk/features_detail.asp?Feature=30  

Mostly though, Jackie and the team are hard at work gathering and sifting 

the evidence against the junk pet-food conspirators. 

 

For more recent info see responses to Freedom of Information enquiries: 

http://www.ukrmb.co.uk/showcontent.toy?contentnid=61536 

 

************************************************ 

Euclides Flores 

Euclides is a tireless worker for the cause who has translated Work Wonders 

into Spanish and maintains a Spanish language website: 

http://www.lobourbano.com/ In February 2007 the site was awarded second 

prize in a major Panamanian science publishing competition. 

Congratulations Euclides.  

http://www.lobourbano.com/pages/news_4.htm 

******************************************************** 

Video Clips 

Video clips from 1992 and 1993 Raw Meaty Bones lectures are now 

available at: http://www.rawmeatybones.com/tvVideo/video.html 

Technical aspects of the videos are sometimes poor; however they reveal 

some of the ‘open secrets’ known to the veterinary establishment this past 15 

years.  

http://www.ukrmb.co.uk/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RawMeatyBones/
http://www.dogfriendlybritain.co.uk/features_detail.asp?Feature=30
http://www.ukrmb.co.uk/showcontent.toy?contentnid=61536
http://www.lobourbano.com/
http://www.lobourbano.com/pages/news_4.htm
http://www.rawmeatybones.com/tvVideo/video.html


********************************************* 

The Silent Spring on Dog & Cat Health 

 

Rachel Carson’s 1962 masterpiece Silent Spring offered the first 

comprehensive look at widespread ecological degradation and kick-started 

the environmental revolution. I’m honoured and proud that Kim Bloomer 

and Jeannie Thomason of Animal Talk Naturally speak of Raw Meaty Bones 

as the Silent Spring on Dog and Cat Health. For a one hour audio 

presentation please go to:  

http://www.rawmeatybones.com/radio.html  

  

http://www.rawmeatybones.com/radio.html

