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PO BOX 474 —
ROZELLE
2039 NSW

Dr Dick James

Veterinary Surgeons Board
L ocked Bag 21

QOrange NSW 2800

Dear Dick,

| would like to register a complaint against Dr Tom Lonsdaie of Riversteone
Veterinary Hospital. | am concerned about Dr Lonsdaie’s recent media attack
on processed pet foods.

1 The statements made by Dr Lonsdale are his opinions and not supported
nor concluded by the recent report into the link between diet and periodontal
disease. It appears he has misquoted the resuits of the report and
misconstrued them to support his own argument. As such some statements
are false and misleading.

2. Dr Lonsdale implies he is an authority on companion animal nutrition,
however he is not recognised by the veterinary profession as an authority

3. Dr Lonsdale implies he is an authority on periodontal disease in
companion animals however he is not recognised by the veterinary
profession as an authority

His staterments in the media directly undermine the professionalism and
credibility of practitioners who recommend processed foods to pet owners.

4 As a direct result of his media campaign and wild claims, pet owners may
feel guilty and concerned about their current feeding of processed foods
when there is no scientific evidence to suggest processed foods are
detrimental to the health of their pets . Dr Lonsdale is causing a public
mischief with his anecdotal story, assumptions and questionable science.

| agree with Dr Lonsdale that raw bones are beneficial to oral health as is
teeth brushing and other forms of oral hygiene but | don't believe bones are a
panacea nor do they provide the foundation for sound nutrition. in fact in the
analysis of raw chicken wings there are excesses of calcium and numerous
vitamin and mineral deficiencies (see attached tables).

| also agree that soft foods (raw meat, table scraps, canned food etc) are
associated with increased severity and incidence of periodontal disease
when dental hygiene is ignored. However most veterinarians would detect
any dental disease on routine examination and attend to it. Dr Lonsdale's
proposition that periodontal disease leads to the uitimate death of pets
implies veterinarians are not routinely checking dental nealth. He is therefore



making public the assumption that veterinarians are not performing routine
dental checks

| believe a suitable resolution to this complaint woulid be the prevention of
further publicity of Dr Lonsdale unless authorised by the veterinary surgeons
board. This would permit checking of Dr Lonsdale's material for suitability and
whether the information was correct and complied to current scientific
evidence.

| would also ask the Dr Lonsdale supply his "avidence" for peer review before
continuing to use 1t as the basis for his argument; that he undertake to
perform an AAFCQO protocol on his feeding regime under strict supervision so
that if he wishes to offer it publicly as an aiternative to complete and balanced
diets then at least it has undergone the same rigours as good quality pet
foods. In addition | would like to see the statistics to support his claims that
processed foods are Killing pets if he does not have them then he should
make a public apology.

Good quality petfoods have undergone AAFCO protocols for suitability as a
solus diet . They provide a complete and balanced ration. | believe it is the
responsibility of veterinarians in consultation with pet owners to advise on
dental hygiene ( raw bones being one of the options) and diet by assessing
individual pets. | personally resent Dr Lonsdale overriding the credibility and
professional advice afforded by veterinarians in practice , including myself as
a part time practitioner.

| have underfined in red the attached media articles to support my concerns, !
look forward to your response.

Thankyou

Yours sincerely

D G =

Sonlrara W' .

Barbara Fougere

BSc BVMS (Hons)
Grad Dip Bus Mgt.  *
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disease i 85 per cent of I)et.s, and should be banned, a 5“
Sydney veterinarian said yesterday.

Mr Tom Lonsdale said commercial pet food had ““;
virtually no positive health attributes. v

He said the immune systems of animals were under
great stress because they had to deal with toxing in the
mouth and “inappropriate” chemicals in the gut.

Dogs would have a much healthier life if Lthey were %

fed knngaroo and ox tail, lamb flaps and shanks, and

the odd whole mwﬁgh_;cken g RN AT o

TEACHER ATTACKS COLLEAGUE

STUDENTS at a Canberra high school yesterday
were evacuated Lo their gym after one teacher tried to
stab another.

A police spokesman said the teacher assaulted the
other teacher al Wanmassa High School because he
thought he had done something wrong.

Police were called to the school just after 8:ain when
g man carrying a knife was seen fighling with another
stafl membier.

A Queanbeyan man, 53, later oppeared 10 court
charged with assanlt and threat to kall
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________ 'anger Dr Mahathir, who last

month ordered that British firms
miss out on Malaysian Government
contracts over reporting about the

country in British newspapers.
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Vet condemns
unhealthy cat
and dog food

Dog and cat food should be
banned because it caused
“shocking” woth and gum dis-
ease in 85 per cent of pets, a vet
1 said yesterday.

A Sydney veterinarian, Dr
Tom Lonsdale, said 75 per cent
of the income vets earned from
weating cats and dogs was de-
"rived from ailments caused by
an-inadequate diet. Commercial
pet food had virtually no posi-
tive health atributes, he said.

“Primarily it's a function of
‘the physical form of the food,”
Dr Lonsdale said. “The pro-
cessed food suffers two prob-
lems — there’s a problem in that
the stuff sits around the teeth
and gums and feeds the bacteria
that inhabits that area, and in
that it doesn't do the proper
cleaning.”

He sajd animals’ immune sys-
tems were under siress because
they had to deal with toxins in

gastro-intestinal tract.

Dingoes had an ideal diet —
of wallaby. goanna, small mar-
1 in- | supials, 'and the occasional
tted | sheep — but in 2n urban envi-
* fol- | ronment kangaroo and ox tail.
$1.00 | ]amb flaps and shanks, and
le the | whole raw chickens wouid suf-
apital | fice, he said.

out- Partly on the urging of Dr
n any | Lonsdale, the Australian Veteri-
xcept’ | nary Association undertook a
» and’ | study on the possible link
d ho- | between diet and disease. The
tm by | committee found “there is suffi-
. -{ cient evidence to incriminate an
as will | association between diets of
clubs, | predorhinantly soft consistency
ed in- | and periodontal disease”, and
enus, | that veterinarians “need to be
concerned about the relation-
:long, | ship berween diet and health”.
rowlll | . The report recommended
dt, ac- | thar pet food should be nutri-
eneral | tionally adequate and have
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chemigals going t'ﬁroug% the
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1S this pet cat
eating properly?

Vet cans
pet food

CANBERRA: Dog and
cat tood should be
‘banned beosuse It
caused shocking tooth
and gum disease In
85 percent of pets, & Syd-,
ney v;;erinarl;n said.J
yesterday, - .

'yf;:pm Lonsdale 8aid
sommercial pet food
had was not chewy
enough and did not
clean animals’ mouths
properly. . . .y
" He 1ald the immune é

systems of snimals eat.
.ing commercial food

were under great siress. 3
.~ Dr Lonsdale said elty: =
| people should feed thelr
1 pets with X o and

lox tail, tamb flaps and
shanks. - ... -

L — Y AP T A E——



DATE TIME STATION PROGRAMME ' DURATICN ORDER NO

0309 1600 4QR

0310 0906 310
MELB.

9310 1030 3aw
MELB.

LATE EDITION 00:00:00 1LD432670
HONG HONG PUPPIES ARE A STATUS SYMBOL

OR DESIGNER ACCESSORY AND THERE ARE

CALLS FROM AUST, TO STOP EXFORTING

PUPPIES TO HONG KONG BECAUSE THEY OFTEN
END UP BADLY NEGLECTED. INT. DR HUGH
WORTH - RSPCA’S NATIONAL PRESIDENT

RANALD MACDONALD 00:00:00 10432671
INTV: HUGH WIRTH, R.S.P.C.AL. DISCUSSING
THE CLAIMS OF TWO SYDNEY VETS THAT
SROCESSED PET FOOD 1S KILLING A NUMBER
OF CATS AND DOGS, CASE TC BE ANALYSED

THE AUST N VETERINARY ASSOC
CONFERENCE TOMORROW, QUITE & SERIOUS
CLAIM; ARGUMENT IS TEAT PREPARED FOODS
TAKE AWAY THE NATURAL DPROCESSES OF
TEETH CLEANING FROM BONES, RESULTS OF
DECAY ARE SWALLOWED INJURES KIDNEYS,
LIVER AND HEART,

NEIL MITCHELL 00:00:00 10432672
INTV: DR TOM LONSDALE, SYDNEY
VETERINARIAN; DISCUSSING RECORTS THAZ
SUGGEST COMMERCIAL CANNED DOG AND CAT
FOOD COULD BE DISADVANTAGEOUS FOR PETS,
CONSISTENCY OF CANNED PET FOOD RAD FOR
SMALL ANIMALS WE KEEP AT HOME; BAD FOR
DENTAL HYGENE OF ANIMALS; DOGS AND CATS
REQUIRE BONES IN THEIR DIET TQ KEEP

TEETH HEALTHY,




DATE TIME STATION PROGRAMME DURATION ORDER NO

0309 1730 5aN MURRAY NICOLL 00:00:00 L0432608
NICOLL TALKS TO JULIAN CRIBB ABOUT PET
FOOD. CRIBB SAYS PET FOOD IS KILLING
PETS. A VET CALLED DR-TOM LONSDALE HAS

CLAIMED A MASOR EZ QF 2REMAT
DEATH OF DETS IS THE FO0OD WE FEED THEM
LY RELATES TO AMINING OF THE

IMMUNE SYSTEM

0310 0700 12323 NEWS 00:00:00 1L0432609__
THERE’S NEW CRITICISM OF CANNED DET )
FOOD. A SYDNEY VET HAS SUGGESTED IT
SHOULD BE BANNED BECAUSE IT CAUSES
TOOTH AND GUM DISEASE IN 85% OF PETS. JS

MOST Vel IRERITMENTS ARE LINKED TO POOR
DIETS
P
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Attached are results of that analysis. I have provided assessments for dog (adult
maintenance and growth) and cat (adult maintenance and growth). [ summarise the
finding as follows (relative to WCPN Zuide-lines):

Dog

Adult Maintenance

Growth

Cat
Adult Maintenance

Growth

Deficiencies: Potassium, copper, manganese, jodine, vitamin A,
vitamin E, riboflavin, folic add, vitamin B12 and
choline

Excesses: Calcium

Deficiencies: DPotassium, iron, copper, manganese, iodine,
vitamin A, vitamin E, riboflavin, folic acid,
vitamin B12 and choline.

Excesses: Calcium and calcium:phosphorus

Deficiencies: Potassium, iron, copper, manganese, iodine,
thiamin, riboflavin, pyridoxine, folic acid, vitamin
B12 and choline.

Excesses: Calcdum

Deficiencies: Potassium, iron, copper, manganese, iodine,
thiamin, riboflavin, pyridoxine, vitamin B12 and
choline.

Excesses: Calcium and calcdium:phosphorus

I trust you find it interesting reading

. If you have any questions, please contact the writer.
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T B { FIRISHED PRODUGT HUTRITIONAL ANALYSIS |

PRt

N To: .
By . o
'f':_. PRODUCT CODE: BRAND: EN/A VARIETY: A LIFESTAGE: Aduil Malnlenance
- GTHER DETAILS: Whala iresh chicken wings - cal assesement DATE CODE: 20/8/63 LAB Ho: 3876

UNITS | UNITS{ | UNITS # | WCPH
MINERALS 100 G | 400 keal { min {1
Calcium - g
Phosphorue g
CafPialo ’
Polassium ]
Fs;adlum ’ g
Chioride g
idagneshum g
lrany . mg
Goppar mg
Manganase mg
Zlnc {4) : mg
UNITS | UNITS/ | UHITS/ | WCPN | NRG'g8 . loding 3]
ANMINO ACIDS 1009 | 400 koal | min (1)) REQT {1} C Iaslsnlu'n g
|separts Ackd R | - L - YITAMING
Gutamic Ackd P B Viiamin A mg
Serine g . Vilamin B »g
Glycna. g - . Vilamin £ . o
g ticing g .22 Vitamin K ug
Tauring, a 025 0.08 . Thiamin - mg
Arglnine g 0.03 ) Ribioflavin mg
Threoning 8 ozl Panlaihento Acid mg
Alaning © ¢ [ 0,62 E Niacin mg
Preline o - Pyridoing mg
Tyrading g - Folic Acld Ho
Vallae : 5 - Vitamin 812 W
Methionlne I a2 0.44 Choling mg
|Cysina g 026/ Hlotn g
Istleucing g E FATTY ACIDS .
Leucing 4q 037 . Linahale: Acid 8
Phanylalanineg - a ogal ’ Linclanie Acld a9
Lysine ] 0,291  |Arachidonie Add g
Tyr + Fhe g 0.58{ : Linclste + Arachidonls Acids | g
Heth + Cys ] L '
ryplop '] oss| - {1} WOPH guidelines and NG reqlremenls are unils / 400 keal. Sse WCPH Nuirient -
’ i . .. Requiremenis of Dogs" table for notes releting to those guidetines. o
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TO: T
PRODUCT CODE* BRAND:  #M/A : VARIETY: A LIFESTAGE: Growth
OTHER DETAILS: Whola fresh shicken wings - cat assessment : DATE CODE: 2082 )
UNITS
MINERALS
PROTEIN Caldum g
FAT {Phasphotus ) a
MOISTURE CafH retio )
PREDICTED M.E. Palatslum g
PHEDIGTED M.E. Sodium ’ ']
DIETARY FIBRE - otal Chiotide L 9
- gohsbla Megnesiom  ° q
i - Insolublef Iren S my
ASH-' Goppsr mg
. Mangansse mg
— : i (1) | mg
UHITS | UNITS/ | UNITS/ | WOPN | NRC 66 - Ipding Vg
AMING ACIDS 100 400 keal | min REQT (1 : 'Ellurlll.m iz ]
Aspartic Add . [} - - VITAMING
Gliutamio Ackd g ’ - o Vitenin A& : mg
Soring [} . . . = | Witernin O v
Glycing a | : E . Yikemin E mg
Histidina g o2z . Vitamin K s i)
Taurine ] 0.28 003 . : Thiemin R my
Argining ] T 003 . Riboflevin ng
Threonina ] 0.74) . Pamtolheria Acid my
Alaring ] 052 o Miacin mg
Froline - ] B o Pyridoxine ' mg
Tyrozing ] -] - Folic Acld Lo . pg
Valne g Vilemin Biz C g
{Malhonine - 9 0.32 Choling . . mg
Cyeline g fH"“" ug
lsoleucing ' g FATTY ACIDS
Leudna : a Linoley Acid i k]
Phenylalanine g Linolenic Adid ]
Lysine q Arachidonlc Acid g
Tyr+ Phe ] Linclele + Arachidonic Acids g
Math + Tye -4 .
Tryplophen g {1} WGPN guidelings and NRG reqh are units 7 400 kool, Sss WOPH Nutrdant |
Tolal AAMS Raquirements of Dogs” table for notes relating fo thoss guidefines.
Tetel Dispansible Al's - - !




I FINESHED FROUUUG | U EIQRAL AIALT SIS |

TO: ) e :
PRODUCT CODE: BRAND: H#NA VARIETY: HN/A LIFEETAGE:! Growilt
OTHER DETAILS: Whole fresh chicken wings - dog assessmant - ' DATE CODE: 20v%/03 LAB Ho: 3976
uTs s
URITS 100g MINERALS
PROTER [] 17.7 Caldum IR
FAT a 12.5 Phosphorus
MOISTURE ] £3.2 Ga /P ratllo
PREDICTED M.E, . weel 178.7 Polassium
PREDICTED M.E. kealig DB . 4.8} Sodium s
|DIETARY FIBRE - total a 0.1 Chloride
- goluble g . Magnesiurm
- Insolubla 'S LN | Tron
ASH '} 3.6 Copper -
leH .76 {Margansse
i : Zine
UNITS UNITSs | UMITSF | NRG &5 B ) logine '
AMING ACIDS 100G | 400 keal { RERT ()| - - L |Selanium
Aspanile Atid . o - . ) YITAMINS
Gltamie Acd g - U Vitamiin A
Sarlne ] - ) ’ Wiamin D
Clycing 'l A . C Vitamin E
Hiztidfine [ 0118 S ’ Vitamin K
Tauring I E - : Thiamin .
Argirine d 0.113 o . Filbollavin ’
Threonine ' 0.237| - ) a | Pantolhenic Add
Alaning 0 - o Nincin '
Proling 9 A : ) Pyridaxina
Tyrosine g s S Foliz Acid
Valine ) . '] 0.323 - e ' Vitamin Bi2
Methloning ' '] - . : Cholina
Cystine M . o Biotin
Izolaucing '] L eese - FATTY ACIDS
Leutine Fl 0,453 B Linolsic Actd g 1.3 293 - " 1.08|
Phenylalanine ] - L Linchenic Acld g 0.20] 0.45 4 0 A -
Lysine ] 027 . Arachldonic Acd -] (.05 012 - - -
Tyr+ Pha ] 0.464 D Lingtalz + Atachidoric Ackls a 1.382] 3.05 1.1 4 . -
Math + Cys’ [ 0182 -
Tl an -] 0.07| . . (1) WCPN quidalinas and NRC regirements are unfls /400 keal. See WCPN
Tolal AA'S . - "Mutriant Fequiremants of Dogs™ fable for nates relaling o those guidelines.
Total Dispensivle AN's : : !
- S
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{__ FINISHED PRODUCT NUTRITIONAL ANALYSIS

WA

VARIETY:
OTHER DETYAILS: Frash whale chicken wings - dog asssssmant DATE CODE: 20v8/93
URITE MINERALS
PROTEIN g Catoium
FAT a FPhosphomus -
MOISTURE ] Ca/Praio -
PREDICTED ME. kot Potasslum -,
PREDICTED M.E. Kealig DB Sodiunm .
DIETARY FIBRE - total g 1 Chlvrlds
- soluble a Megneslum
- Insolubls ] Iran
ASH ] Copper
leH i Manganese -
- Zing .
UNITE unrs; | UNITS/ | WRG 85 - loding
AMINOG ACIDS 100G | 400 koal | HEQ'T (1) | Selenium
Aspartlc Acd g i - g VITAMINS
Glutamic Acld g - B tviamin &
Badne g - 1 Wiamin D
Glydne g - i Vitamin E
|Mistidine 9 0.119 ; Vitamin K
Taudne D - I Thiamin
Arginine 9 0.113] i Riboflavin
Threcnins 9 0.287 R fanicihenlc Acd
Alanine 'R - B Hizcin ’
Froline [N - i Pyridodng
Tyrosine g B B Folio Add
Vellna ‘e 0.323 . Vilgmin B12
|msthicnina 4 - Cholins
Cysilneg g - Biotin
leclaucing Fl 0.258 FATTY ACIDE
Leucina g 0453 Linolsls Add '
FPhenylalanlne g | Linolenic Add
Lysine '] .27 Avachidonic Add
Tyr + Phe - 'l 0.464 Linglalo + Arachidonic Adds
Kath + Cys g 0,162
Tryptophan Q 0.07 {1) WCPN guidelines and NAS reqirements are unlls /400 keal. Bea WCPN
Total A.A'G “Nutrdant Requirements of Dogs™ 1abla for noles relaling 1o those guidelines.
Total Dispensibls AA'S

A



